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*"" When the President returned 1o

! Washington,  :Administration :offi-
: cials told The Times, he met in the
*. Oval Office with Robert McFarlane, .

g

WASHINGTON-Actor Clint
Eastwood  told - Rugan
‘last fall that former Green Beret -
-Jamea G. (Bo): anwaphnnmg :

- ‘Reagan asked his national s

’ty advisers aboutGritzandwhathe
iwas doing and:was:told that;the
/retired Heutenant colonel was+'not
'somebody we ought o be: involved

ent ot"'Defense sai
: they told Gritz's associates to pass
the word not to proceed. -

:Mm llouse Says ltﬂlscouragadﬁmz Effmr '

~.chief deputy to National Secm‘ity !
. Adviser William P. Clark. i
- Reagan asked who Gritz was and "
wharhe “was domg'theoe sonrces{i

Writeris wasoperatmgonrumorsandhadno
4@‘:&‘ .confirmed intelligence about' any

Jocations -where POWS might be
“m o o s it Bl S

- All alorig, this ‘source 3
'Home ‘officials: :nd‘Pentagon Offi-
cers were telling persons who were"
working-with Gritz to-instruct him -
“to. refrain’ :!rommm crou-border
e "The White Hmm conoemed [
,'thatsuch private raids would dam-*"
ﬂmate operation,” it~ was '; age :negotiations with the Laotian

~However, Gritz: .team unbm
" said the messages.they yeceived in
- Southeast Asia told'them the Presi-
- dent supported them completely. -~
Lyndon K. Allin, White . House -

deputy press secretary, declined to |. becéme increasingly vocal about his

answer specific questions about the :
President, Eastwood and “Gritz. .
“There have ‘been: a number: of -
approaches, or anumber’of different

ways, in which information -has "

come to the government about this ;

‘operation,” Allin ‘said. .
cross-border forays and other inde-

pendent efforts-were. d:scouraged.”

 ‘POWID’ Found . Sl

‘Gritz, 4, & Vietnam veteran from 3
the Los Angeles suburb of West-

 chester, led a patrol of Americans
-and anti-Communist ona :
‘futile search into Ligos Jast Nov. 27. -
Hostile forces attacked the patrol,
“illing’ one -of *the-guerrillas. and -
wounding- three-others. Gritz ‘'em- -
‘barked ‘on another ‘raid’Jan:~30, "
‘which - cost -the:life.of :a™ -gecond
"guerrilla. Gritz and the’ Amerians
on his team were notinjured. .-

Gritz said in a message dated F'eb
i12—sent from-Laos by runner‘and - *

;received by The Times last -week- .

: end-~that he has “some POW ID.”" |
But he did not say whether the “ID”
was from a living prisoner or a
military man long dead. - -

Government involvement in
_Gritz's mission has been the subiect

of ¢l Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/06 : CIA-RDP90- 00552R000202390018-8 -

ed—to find any American pris-. govemment. ‘The-Administration:

was-seeking on to-visit sites
»m Vi;g;,;nwﬁa:ﬂm Asia’after where e US-at aireratt fell during the.

ritz, a highly decorated veteran
Army operations, ~had

Tnmu*saﬁ ‘Writer’ Robort L.

Jackson oomributod to this. am-
' beliefs that there might be prisoners - .
.- 1éftk behind, according ‘to:these:
brieﬁngs ‘anid the DIA indicated to-
":@ritz that he would be wise to “tone
down his profile” if he wanted to

waraothatofﬁcialsoouldsearchfm
remains.
The: thte House also was oon- 1

. These i
, ‘advice: -

become part of a government effort...
But:Gritz -did- httle to follow tlus

4 “The- Defénse Intelhgence Agency
~decided he was’ “kind of ‘a loose
| cannon,” according to the accounts

_of ‘those who briefed the Intelli- ; .

cernedthatmchpﬁvatelymounted

! raids -would signal Laoctians and
i Vietnamese that only a few individ.

val Americans were interested in :
* accounting: for the missing-in:ac-.
tion—and that the Reagan Admin-

gent:e Committee, and it was decid- - . ;.
Le‘;dﬁ,tthl’aotfl;ievmuldbetoo nsky todeal e ‘
: cially CAELUE T officer-in- charge»o! intelligence
LastNovemba at abouttbetim *collectmn at the penm told The :
%;';‘i'wioa hoged the ”ﬁé":“&.ﬂ“"’ representGri - . weretod that
hisranchfn SantaBearbara, L ‘we could<not- supportor ‘condone
t-and informed “him - that - e had; 207 operations they srere contem.-
" mmmtégu’mim tO the Gﬂ .phﬁn&‘ga%qmwe dﬂn .iﬂméd‘ﬂ: o
‘. mission: 8 associates have said- . " A Py ]
the amount was $30,000. Eaktwood CONTINUZZY’
" hasdeclined comment. - s G
The actor told Reagan that the
: government should be officially in.: .
* volved in POW rescue efforts, ac-
cording to the testimony of those
‘who briefed the committee, and that
. the federal government :ought to

" thalem Muite nat ladvae ¢tha mcattam sen

STAT

STAT




